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SUBJECT: REPORT OF MARCH 2 NUCLEAR SUBGROUP MEETING 

1 . THE IEA NUCLEAR SUBGROUP MET IN PARIS ON MARCH 2 

UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF VAN BULOW (DENMARK). TWO THEMES 
PERVADED THE DISCUSSION: 

A. THE NEED FOR THE IEA TO COORDINATE CLOSELY WITH THE 
ACTIVITES OF THE INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE EVALU- 
ATION AND 

B. THE URGENCY OF THE NEED TO DEAL WITH IMPEDIMENTS TO 
THE REALIZATION OF COUNTRIES' NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAMS. 

THE NUCLEAR SUBGROUP ADDRESSED THE APPROPRIATE WORK FOR 
EACH OF THE SIX TASKS ESTABLISHED BY THE JANUARY 19 
GOVERNING BOARD AND AS A FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS, AGREED 
UPON A QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE FORWARDED TO MEMBER COUNTRIES 
BY THE IEA SECRETARIAT FOR COMPLETION AND RETURN BY APRIL 
1. 

2. THE QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE FORWARDED BY THE SECRETARIAT 
TO IEA MEMBER COUNTRIES IS ESSENTIALLY IDENTICAL TO THE 
QUESTIONNAIRE BEING USED BY INFCE WORKING GROUPS ONE AND 
TWO. THE IEA WILL ASK SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS ON THE 

ELECTRICITY GENERATION MIX PROJECTED TO THE YEAR 2000 
WHICH REFLECTS THE OVERALL ENERGY PERSPECTIVE OF THE IEA. 
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IEA MEMBER COUNTRIES WILL BE ASKED TO SUBMIT RESPONSES 
TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE BY APRIL 1 FOR CONSOLIDATION BY THE 
SECRETARIAT AND CONSIDERATION BY THE SUBGROUP AT ITS 
NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR MAY 17. 

3. THE SECRETARIAT CIRCULATED A PRELIMINARY PAPER ON 
TASKS 2, 3 AND 5 DEALING WITH SUPPLY OF URANIUM. MINING 

OF URANIUM AND SUPPLY OF ENRICHMENT SERVICES RESPECTIVELY. 
DELEGATIONS WILL SUPPLY WRITTEN COMMENTS ON THE SECRE- 
TARIAT PAPER DEALING FIRST WITH PERCEIVED CONSTRAINTS IN 
NUCLEAR POWER IN THESE AREAS. SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS WILL 
ADDRESS MECHANISMS TO DEAL WITH THE IMPEDIMENTS IDENTIFIED. 

4. THE INTERNATIONAL URANIUM RESOURCE EVALUATION PROGRAM 
(IUREP) WAS DISCUSSED IN THE CONTEXT OF TASK FOUR - 
URANIUM EXPLORATION. THE SUBGROUP NOTED THE REPORT OF 

PROGRESS BY THE NE A/IAEA STEERING GROUP ON URANIUM 
RESOURCES ON PHASE I OF THE PROGRAM. THE SUBGROUP WILL 
RETURN TO A DETAILED DISCUSSION OF IUREP PHASE II UPON 
RECEIPT OF THE FINAL PHASE I REPORT FROM THE NEA EX- 
PECTED IN MAY 1978 AND AFTER THE EXAMINATION OF THE 
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ELECTRICITY DEMAND QUESTIONNAIRES. 

5. THE NUCLEAR SUBGROUP, IN CONSIDERATION OF TASK SIX OF 
THE MANDATE CONCERNING THE BACK END OF THE NUCLEAR FUEL 
CYCLE, CONCLUDED THAT THE IEA SHOULD CAREFULLY EXAMINE 
THE POSSIBILITY OF A JOINT WASTE DISPOSAL/STORAGE DEMON- 
STRATION PROGRAM. THE WORK AND EXPERIENCE OF OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL BODIES WILL BE EXAMINED TO DETERMINE THE 
ADEQUACY OF THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORT AND TO IDENTIFY 
AREAS FOR ADDITIONAL OR ACCELERATED WORK EITHER IN THOSE 
FORA OR ELSEWHERE AS APPROPRIATE. VANCE 
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